whose great feature consisted in periodical dinners, to which the
leading celebrities would be invited, in turn, as guests of honour, and
royally entertained Even the party mandarins, to whom their pro-
ceedings were such a sore trial, thawed under this treatment These
pleasant young men had a way with them Old Lord Salisbury,
when he was approached, insisted on their becoming his guests, and
gave them the best of his wit and wisdom It was rumoured that he
himself gave them the name by which they were best known, that
of the Hughhgans

This was after his own sons Lord Hugh Cecil, also one of the rising
young men of the party, and to all appearance destined to as brilliant
a career as Winston himself, whom he greatly surpassed in those
attainments of formal scholarship which the latter was painfully con-
scious of lacking But Lord Hugh was a High Tory of a very old
school, that put its leading emphasis on High Ghurchmanship, and
he was less inwardly attracted to the problems of mundane states-
manship, than to those fine technical loyalties and aspirations that
signify so much to the more combative sort of priest, but are Greek
to the ordinary layman He probably would have not been dissatis-
fied, could he have known that his final destination was not Downing
Street, but the Provost's Lodge at Eton But at present he was just
about as "Hughhgan" a Parliamentary freelance as Wmston himself
There was Ian Malcolm, one of the keenest brains of the party,
there were rising hopes of the great Houses of Stanley and Percy, the
latter a youth who seemed as plainly destined as Winston himself to
set his mark on history, if he could only have lived And as time
went on fresh recruits were attracted, including gallant Jack Seely,
from the Isle of Wight, who, as a light-hearted gambler with death,
was about the one man who could claim a record to compare with
that of Winston himself Touching in its appropriateness was the
adhesion of old Sir John Gorst, one of the original four of Lord
Randolph's Fourth Party, and whose loyalty not even death had
affected

By the end of these two years Winston Churchill had become the
recognized leader of a somewhat loosely compacted group of some
score of Unionists, united in the determination to ginger up the
official leadership, and impart a sorely needed progressive drive to
a policy that seemed more and more inclined to stick fast in the ruts
of reactionary conservatism

Meanwhile ChurcmlFs reputation was steadily consolidating, and
the man in the street was beginning to recognize him for something
more than a political nine days' wonder Perhaps the best indication
of this is supplied by his biography in The Daily Mail Tear Book. That
of 1902, after descnbmg him as "world famous at 27", and summar-
izing his military career, merely adds that "he has already made his
mark m Parliament'* In 1904 (which of course signifies the Autumn
of 1903) he has become "one of the most conspicuous figures of pub-
he fife", and it is noted that "since entering Parliament has greatly